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NEW CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


GOVERNMENT or POLAND, 
&c. &c. 


In the name of God, one in the Holy Trinity! 


Staniſlaus Auguſtus, by the grace of God, 
and the will of the Nation, King of 
Poland, Grand Duke of Lithuania, 
Ruſſia, Pruſſia, Maſovia, Samogitia, 
&c, &c, &c. together with the Con- 


federate States aſſembled in double num- 
ber to repreſent the Poliſh nation. 


PERSUADED that our common fate 
depends entirely upon the eſtabliſhing and 
rendering perfect a national conſtitu- 
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tion; convinced by a long train of experi- 
ence of many defects in our government, 
and willing to profit by the preſent circum- 
ſtances of Europe, and by the favourable 
moment which has reſtored us to our- 
ſelves; free from the diſgraceful ſhackles 
of foreign influence; prizing more than 
life, and every perſonal conſideration, the 
political exiſtence, external independence, 
and internal liberty of the nation, whoſe 
care is entruſted to us; defirous, moreover, 
to deſerve the bleſſing and gratitude, not 
only of our cotemporaries, but alſo of future 
generations; for the ſake of the public 
good, for ſecuring our hberty, and main- 
taining our kingdom and our poſſeſſions; 
in order to exert our natural rights with 
zeal and firmneſs, we do ſolemnly eftabliſh 
the preſent Constitution, which we declare 
wholly inviolable in every part, till ſuch 
period as ſhall be preſcribed by law, when 

the 
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the nation, if it ſhould think fit, and deem 1 
it neceſſary, may alter by its expreſs will 1 
ſuch articles therein as ſhall be found in- 7 
adequate. And this preſent Conſtitution iþ 
ſhall be the ſtandard of all laws and ſta- #4 
tutes for the future Diets. | 
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ARTICLE I. |. 
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The Dominant National Religion. 


— 
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The Holy Roman-Catholic Faith, with 


all its privileges and immunities, ſhall be 


the dominant national religion. The 
changing of it for any other perſuaſion is 
forbidden under the penalties of apoſtacy: 


rr 


but as the ſame holy religion commands us 
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to love our neighbours, we therefore owe 
to all people of whatever perſuaſion, peace 
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in matters of faith, and the protection of 
government; conſequently we aſſure, to all 
perſuaſions and religions, freedom and li- 
berty, according to the laws of the coun- 
try, and in all dominions of the Republic. 


ARTICLE 11, 
Nobility, or the Equeſtrian Order. 


Revering the memory of our anceſtors 
with gratitude, as the firſt founders of our 
liberties, it is but juſt to acknowledge, in 
a moſt ſolemn manner, that all the pre- 
eminence and prerogatives of liberty, both 
in public and private life, ſhould be in- 
ſured to this order; eſpecially laws, ſta- 
tutes, and privileges, granted to this order 
by Caſimir the Great, Lewis of Hungary, 


Ladiſlaus Jagellon, and his brother Wit- 
toldus, 


1 
toldus, Grand Duke of Lithuania; alſo by 
Ladiſlaus and Caſimirus, both Jagellons; 
by John Albertus, Alexander, Sigiſmun- 
dus the Firſt, and Sigiſmundus Auguſtus, 
(the laſt of the Jagellonic race) are by the 
preſent act renewed, confirmed, and de- 
clared to be inviolable. We acknowledge 
the rank of the noble Equeſtrian order in 
Poland to be equal to all degrees of nobi- 
lity—all perſons of that order to be equal 
among themſelves, not only in the elegi- 
bility to all poſts of honour, truſt, or emo- 
lument, but in the enjoyment of all pri- 
vileges and prerogatives appertaining to the 
ſaid order: and in particular, we preſerve 
and guarantee to every individual thereof 
perſonal liberty and ſecurity of territorial 
and moveable property, as they were for- 
merly enjoyed ; nor thall we even ſuffer 
the leaſt encroachment on either by the 


lupreme national power (on which the 


pre- 


„ 
preſent form of government is eſtabliſhed), 
under any pretext whatſoever, contrary to 
private rights, either in part, or in the 
whole; conſequently we regard the pre- 
ſervation of perſonal ſecurity and property, 
as by law aſcertained, to be a tie of ſo- 
ciety, and the very eſſence of civil liberty, 
which ought to be conſidered and reſpected 
for ever. It is in this order that we repoſe 
the defence of our liberties and the pre- 
ſent conſtitution : it 1s to their virtue, va- 
lour, honour, and patriotiſm, we recom- 
mend its dignity to venerate, and its ſta- 
bility to defend, as the only bulwark of 
our liberty and exiſtence. 


ARTICLE 


(9) 


ARTICLE III. 


Towns and Citizens, 


The law made by the preſent Diet, 
entitled, Our royal free towns within the 
dominions of the Republic, we mean to con- 
ſider as a part of the preſent conſtitution, 
and promiſe to maintain it as a new, 
additional, true, and effectual ſupport, of 
our common liberties, and our mutual de- 
fence. | 


ARTICLE IV. 


Peaſants and Villagers. 


This agricultural claſs of people, the 
moſt numerous in the nation, conſequently 
forming the moſt conſiderable part of its 


C force, 
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force, from whoſe hands flows the ſource 
of our riches, we receive under the pro- 
tection of national law and government, 
from the motives of juſtice, humanity, 
chriſtianity, and our own intereſt well un- 
derſtood : enacting, that whatever liberties, 
grants, and conventions, between the pro- 
prietors and villagers, either individually or 
collectively, may be allowed in future, and 
entered authentically into; ſuch agree- 
ments, according to their true meaning, 
ſhall import mutual and reciprocal obliga- 
tions, binding not only the preſent con- 
tracting parties, but even their ſucceſſors 
by inheritance or acquifition—-ſo far that it 
ſhall not be in the power of cither party 
to alter at pleature ſuch contracts, import- 
ing grants on one fide, and voluntary pro- 
miſe of duties, labour, or payments on 
the other, according to the manner and 


conditions therein expteſſed, whether they 


arc 


1 


are to laſt perpetually, or for a fixed pe- 


riod. Thus having inſured to the proprie- 
tors every advantage they have a right to 
from their villagers, and willing to encou- 
rage molt effectually the population of our 
country, we publiſh and proclaim a perfect 
and entire liberty to all people, either who 
may be newly coming to ſettle, or thoſe 


who, having emigrated, would return to 


their native country ; and we declare moſt 


ſolemnly, that any perſon coming into Po- 
land, from whatever part of the world, or 
returning from abroad, as ſoon as he ſets 
his foot on the territory of the Republic, 
becomes free and at liberty to exerciſe his 
induſtry, wherever and in whatever manner 
he pleaſes, to ſettle either in towns or vil- 
lages, to farm and rent lands and houſes, 
on tenures and contracts, for as long a term 
as. may be agreed on; with liberty to re- 
main, or to remove, after having fulfilled 
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6 
the obligations he may have voluntarily 
entered into. 


ARTICLE V. 


Form of Government, or the Definition of 
Public Powers. 


All power in civil ſociety ſhould be 
derived from the will of the people, its 


end and object being the preſervation and 
integrity of the State, the civil liberty, and 
the good order of ſociety, on an equal 
ſcale, and on a laſting foundation. Three 
diſtinct powers ſhall compoſe the govern- 
ment of the Poliſh nation, according to the 


preſent conſtitution ; viz. 


1ſt. Legiflatrve power in the States 
aſſembled. 


2d. Ex- 


E 1 
2d. Executive power in the King and 
the Council of Inſpection. 


3d. Judicial power in Juriſdictions 
exiſting, or to be eſtabliſhed, 


ARTICLE VI. 


The Diet, or the Legiſlative Power. 


The Diet, or the Aſſembly of States, 
ſhall be divided into two Houſes ; viz. the 
Houſe of Nuncios, or Deputies, and the 
Houſe of Senate, where the King is to pre- 
ſide. The former being the repreſenta- 
tive and central point of ſupreme national 
authority, ſhall poſſeſs the pre-eminence 
in the Legiſlature ; therefore, all bills are 
to be decided firſt in this Houſe. 


1ſt. All 


al 

iſt. Al] General Laws, viz. conſtitutional 
civil, criminal, and perpetual taxes; con- 
cerning which matters, the King 1s to iſſue 
his propoſitions by the circular letters ſent 
before the Dietines to every palatinate and 
to every diſtrict for deliberation, which 
coming before the Houſe with the opinion 
expreſſed in the inſtructions given to their 
repreſentatives, ſhall be taken the firit for 


deciſion, 


2d. Particular Laws, viz. temporal 
taxes; regulations of the mint; contracting 
public debts; creating nobles, and other 
caſual recompences ; reparation of public 
expences, both ordinary and extraordinary; 
concerning war; peace; ratification of trea- 
ties, both political and commercial ; all 
diplomatic acts and conventions relative ta 
the laws of nations ; examining and ac- 
quitting difierent executive departments, 


and 


C09 F 


and ſimilar ſubjects ariſing from the acci- 


dental exigencies and circumſtances of the 
State; in which the propoſitions, coming 
directly from the Throne into the Houſe 
of Nuncios, are to have preference in. diſ- 


cuſſion before the private bills. 


In regard to the Houſe of Senate, it is to 
conſiſt of Biſhops, Palatines, Caſtellans, 
and Miniſters, under the preſidency of the 
King, who ſhall have but one vote, and 
the caſting voice in caſe of parity, which 
he may give either perſonally, or by a 
meſſage to the Houſe. Its power and duty 
ſhall be, 


1ſt. Every General Law that paſſes for- 
mally through the Houſe of Nuncios is to 
be ſent immediately to this, which is either 
accepted, or ſuſpended till farther national 
deliberation, by a majority of votes, as pre- 


ſcribed 


„ 
ſcribed by law. If accepted, it becomes a 
law in all its force; if ſuſpended, it ſhall 
be reſumed at the next Diet; and if it 1s 
then agreed to again by the Houſe of Nun- 


cios, the Senate muſt ſubmit to it. 


3d. Every Particular Law or ſtatute of 
the Diet in matters above ſpecified, as ſoon 
as it has been determined by the Houſe 
of Nuncios, and ſent up to the Senate, the 
votes of both Houſes ſhall be jointly com- 
puted, and the majority, as deſcribed by 
law, ſhall be conſidered as a decrec and the 
will of the Nation. 


"Thoſe Senators and Miniſters who, from 
their ſhare in executive power, are account- 
able to the Republic, cannot have an active 
voice in the Diet, but may be preſent in 


order to give neceſſary explanations to the 
States, 


Theſe 


3 


Theſe ordinary legiſlative Diets ſhall 
have their uninterrupted exiſtence, and be 
always ready to meet; renewable every two 
years. The length of ſeſſions thall be de- 


termined by the law concerning Diets. 
If convened out of ordinary ſeſſion upon 


ſome urgent occaſion, they ſhall only deli- 
berate on the ſubject which occaſioned 


ſuch a call, or on circumſtances which 
may ariſe out of it. 


No law or ſtatute enacted by ſuch or- 


dinary Diet can be altered or annulled by 
the ſame. 


The compliment of the Diet ſhall be 
compoſed of the number of perſons in both 


Houſes, to be determined hereafter. 


The law concerning the Dietines, or 
primary elections, as eſtabliſhed by the pre- 


b ſent 


* 
ſent Diet, ſhall be regarded as a moſt eſ- 
ſential foundation of civil liberty. 


The majority of votes ſhall decide every 
thing, and every where; therefore we 
aboliſh, and utterly annihilate, /iberum veto, 
all ſorts of confederacies and confederate 
Diets, as contrary to the ſpirit of the pre- 
ſent conſtitution, as undermining the go- 


vernment, and as being ruinous to ſocicty. 


Willing to prevent, on one hand, vio- 
lent and frequent changes in the national 
conſtitution, yet, conſidering on the other, 
the neceſlity of perfecting it, after experi- 
encing its effects on public proſperity, we 
determine the period of every twenty-five 
years for an Eæxtraordinary Conſtitutional 
Diet, to be held purpoſely for the reviſion 
and ſuch alterations of the conſtitution 


48 


4 9.7 
as may be found requiſite; which Diet 


ſhall be circumſcribed by a ſeparate law 
hereafter. 


ARTICLE VII. 


The King, or Executive Power. 


The moſt perfect government cannot 
exiſt or laſt without an effectual executive 
power. The happineſs of the nation de- 
pends on juſt laws, but the good effects of 
laws flow only from their execution, Ex- 
perience has taught us that the neglecting 


this eſſential part of government has over- 
whelmed Poland with diſaſters. 


Having, therefore, ſecured to the free” 
Poliſh nation the right of enacting laws for 
themſelves, the ſupreme inſpection over 
the executive power, and the choice of 

D 2 their 
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their magiſtrates, «oe entruſt to the King, 
and his Council, the higheft power of exe- 
cuting the laws, 


This Council ſhall be called Stra, or 
the Council of Inſpection. 


The duty of ſuch executive power ſhall 
be to watch over the laws, and to ſee them 
ſtrictly executed according to their import, 
_ even by the means of public force, ſhould 


it be neceſſary. 


All departments and magiſtracies are 
bound to obey its directions. To this 
power we leave the right of controling 
ſuch as are refractory, or of puniſhing ſuch 
as are negligent in the execution of their 


reſpective offices. 


This executive power cannot aſſume the 
right of making laws, or of their inter- 


| pretation, 


1 
pretation. It is expreſsly forbidden to con- 
tract public debts; to alter the repartition 
of the national income, as fixed by the 
Diet; to declare war; to conclude defi- 
nitively any treaty, or any diplomatic act; 
it is only allowed to carry on negociations 
with foreign Courts, and facilitate tempo- 


rary occurrences, always with reference to 


the Diet. 


The Crown of Poland we declare to be 
elective in regard to families, and it is ſet- 


tled ſo for ever. 


Having experienced the fatal effects of 
interregna, periodically ſubverting govern- 
ment, and being deſirous of preventing 
for ever all foreign influence, as well as, 
of infuring to every citizen a perfect 
tranquillity, we have, from prudent mo- 
tives, reſolved to adopt hereditary ſucceſſion 


to 


5 
to our Throne: therefore we enact and de- 


clare, that, after the expiration of our life, 


according to the gracious will of the Al- 
mighty, the preſent Elector of Saxony 


ſhall reign over Poland. 


The dynaſty of future Kings of Poland 
ſhall begin in the perſon of Frederic Au- 
guſtus, Elector of Saxony, with the right 
of inheritance to the Crown to his male 
deſcendants. The eldeſt ſon of the reign- 
ing King is to ſucceed his father; and in 
caſe the preſent Elector of Saxony has no 
male iſſue, a huſband choſen by him (with 
the conſent and approbation of the Re- 
public) for his daughter, ſhall begin the 
{aid dynaſty. Hence we declare the Prin- 


celis Mary-Auguſta Nepomucena, only 


daughter of the Elector of Saxony, to be 


Lanta of Poland, 
We 


(239-3 
We reſerve to the nation, however, the 
right of electing to the Throne any other 


houſe or family, after the extinction of the 
firſt. 


Every King, on his acceſſion to the 
Throne, ſhall take a ſolemn oath to God 
and the Nation, to ſupport the preſent 
conſtitution, to fulfil the pacta ronventa, 
which will be ſettled with the preſent 
Elector of Saxony, as appointed to the 
Crown, and which ſhall bind him in the 


ſame manner as former ones. 


The King's perſon is ſacred and invio= 
lable; as no act can proceed immediately 
from him, he cannot be in any manner 
reſponſible to the nation; he is not an ab- 
ſolute monarch, but the father and the 
head of the people ; his revenues, as fixed 
by the pada conventa, ſhall be ſacredly pre- 

ſerved, 


624) 
ſerved. All public acts, the acts of ma- 


giſtracies, and the coin of the kingdom, 
ſhall bear his name. 


The King, who ought to poſſeſs every 
power of doing good, ſhall have the right 
of pardoning thoſe that are condemned to 
death, except the crimes be againſt the 
ſtate. 


In time of war he ſhall have the ſu- 
preme command of the national forces 
he may appoint the commanders of the 
army, however, by the will of the States. 
It ſhall be his province to patentee officers 
in the army, and other dignitaries, conſo- 
nant to the regulations hereatter to be ex- 
preſſed, to appoint Biſhops, Senators, and 
Miniſters, as members of the executive 


power. 


The 


S. 1-8-5 
The King's Council of Inſpection is to 
conſiſt, 


1ſt, Of the Primatc, as the head of 
the Clergy, and the Preſident of the Com- 
miſſion of Education, or the firſt Biſhop 
in Ordine. 


2d. Of five Miniſters, viz. the Miniſter 
of Police, Miniſter of Juſtice, Miniſter of 
War, Miniſter of Finances, and Miniſter 
for the Foreign Affairs. 


3. Of two Secretaries to keep the Pro- 


tocols, one for the Council, another for 


= 


the Foreign Department; both, however, 


A 


without deciſive vote. 


The hereditary Prince coming of age, 


and having taken the oath to preſerve the 
L conſti- 
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conſtitution, may aſſiſt at all ſeſſions of 
the Council, but ſhall have no vote therein. 


The Marſhal of the Diet, being choſen 
for two years, has alſo a right to ſit in this 
Council, without taking any ſhare in its 
reſolves ; for the end only to call together 
the Diet, always exiſting, in the following 
caſe: Should he deem, from the emergen- 
cies hereunder ſpecified, the convocation 
of the Diet abſolutely neceſſary, and the 
King refuſing to do it, the Marſhal is 
bound to iſſue his circular letters to all 
Nuncios and Senators, adducing real mo- 


tives for ſuch meeting. 


The caſes demanding ſuch convocation 


of the Diet are the following: 


1ſt. In a preſſing neceſſity concerning 
th= la of nations, and particularly in caſe 


of a neighbouring war. 


2d. In 


1671 


8 2d. In caſe of an internal commotion, 


menacing with the revolution of the coun- 
try, or of a colliſion between Magiſtra- 
tures, 


3d, In an evident danger of general 
famine. 


4th. In the orphan ſtate of the country, 
by demiſe of the King, or in caſe of the 
King's dangerous illneſs. 


All the reſolutions of the Council of 
Inſpection are to be examined by the 
rules above mentioned. 


The King's opinion, after that of every 
Member in the Council has been heard, 
ſhall deciſivelyprevail. 


4 


Every reſolution of this Council ſhall 
be iſſued under the King's ſignature, coun- 
E 2 terſigned 


( 28 ) 
terſigned by one of the Miniſters ſitting 
therein; and thus ſigned, ſhall be obeyed 
by all exccutive departments, except in 
caſes en preſsly exempted by the preſent 


conſtitution. 


Should all the Members refuſe their 
counterſign to any reſolution, the King is 
obliged to forego his opinion; but if he 
ſhould perſiſt in it, the Marſhal of the Diet 
may demand the convocation of the Diet; 
and if the King will not, the Marſhal him- 


{c]f ſhall tend his circular letters as above. 


1 ;niſters compoſing this Council cannot 
be employed at the fame time in any other 


commiſſion or department. 


If it ſhould happen that two-thirds of 
ſecret votes in both Houſes demand the 
changing of any perſon, either in the Coun- 
eil, or any executive department, the King 


is hound to nominate another. 
Willing 


( 29 ) 

Willing that the Council of Inſ--tion 
ſhould be reſponſible to the nation tor cheir 
actions, we decree that, when theſe Mi- 
niſters are denounced and accuſed before 
the Diet (by the ſpecial Committee ap- 
pointed for examining their proceedings) 
of any tranſgreſſion of poſitive law, they 
are anſwerable with their perſons and for- 


tunes. 


Such impeachments being determined by 

a ſimple majority of votes, collected juintly 
from both Houſes, ſhall be tried immedi- 
ately by the comitial tribunal, where the 
accuſed are to receive their final judgment 
and puniſhment, if found guilty; or to be 
honourably acquitted, on ſufſicient proof 


of innocence. 


4 


In order to form a ncceſſary organiza- 
tion of the executive power, we eſtabliſh 


hereby 


> 
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hereby ſeparate commiſſions, connected 
with the above Council, and ſubjected to 
obey its ordinations. 


Theſe commiſſions are, 1ſt, of Educa- 
tion; 2d. of Police; 3d. of War; 4th. of 
Treaſury. 


It is through the medium of theſe four 
departments that all the particular orderly 
commiſſions, as eſtabliſhed by the preſent 
Diet, in every palatinate and diſtrict, ſhall 
depend on, and receive all orders from, the 
Council of Inſpection, in their reſpective 


dutics and occurrences. 


ARTICLE 


1 


ARTICLE VIII. 


Judicial Power. 


As judicial power is incompatible with 
the legiſlative, nor can be adminiſtered by 
the King, therefore tribunals and magiſ- 
tratures ought to be eſtabliſhed and elected. 
It ought to have local exiſtence, that every 
citizen ſhould know where to ſeek juſtice, 
and every tranſgreſſor can diſcern the hand 
of national government. We eſtabliſh, 


therefore, 


1ſt. Primary Courts of Juſtice for each 
palatinate and diſtrict, compoſed of Judges 
choſen at the Dietine, which are al- 
ways to be ready to adminiſter juſtice. 
From theſe Courts appeals are allowed to 


the high tribunals, erected one for each of 
three 
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three provinces, in which the kingdom is 
divided Thoſe Courts, both primary and 


final, hall be for the claſs of nobles, or 


eque {rim order, and ali the proprietors of 


landed Bin perty. 


2dly. We determine ſeparate Courts and 
Juriſclictions for the free royal towns, ac- 
cording to the law fixed by the preſent 


Diet. 


zdly. Each province ſhall have a Court 
of Referendarics for the trial of cauſes re- 
lating to the peaſantry, who are all hereby 
declared 7ree, and in the ſame manner as 


thoſe who were ſo before. 


athly. Courts, curial and aſſeſſorial, tri- 
bunals for Courland, and relational, are 


hereby confirmed. 


5thly, Ex- 


5 


5thly. Executive commiſſions ſhall have 
judicial power in the matters relative to 
their adminiſtration. 


6thly. Beſides all theſe civil and crimi- 
nal Courts, there ſhall be one ſupreme 
general tribunal for all the claſſes, called 
a Comitial Tribunal or Court, compoſed 
of perſons choſen at the opening of every 
Diet. This tribunal is to try all the per- 


ſons accuſed of crimes againſt the State. 


_ Laſtly, we ſhall appoint a Committee 
for the forming a civil and criminal code 
of laws, by perſons whom the Diet ſhall 
clect for that purpoſe. 


F ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE IX, 


Regency. 


The ſame Council of Inſpection is to 
compoſe the Regency, with the Queen at 
their head, or, in her abſence, with the 
Primate of the kingdom. The Regency 
may take place only, 


iſt. During the King's minority. 


2d, In caſe of the King's ſettled aliena- 
tion of reaſon. 


3d. In caſe of the King's being made 


a priſoner of war, 


Minority is to be conſidered till eighteen 
years are completed, and the malady muſt 
hc 
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be declared in the exiſting Diet by the 
plurality of three-fourths of votes of both 
combined Houſes againſt one-fourth. 


When the King comes of age, or reco- 
vers his health, or returns from captivity, 
the Regency ſhall ceaſe, and ſhall be ac- 
countable to him, and reſponſible to the 
nation in their perſons and fortunes, for 
their actions during their office. 


ARTICLE X. 


Education of Kings Children. 


The King's ſons being deſigned ſucceſ- 
ſors to the Crown, are the firſt children of 
the country. Thence the care of their 
proper education, without encroaching, 
however, on the right of their parents, 
devolves naturally upon the nation. 

FS: During 


4 
During the King's life, the King him- 


ſelf, with the Council, and a Tutor, ap- 
pointed by the States, ſhall ſuperintend 


the education of the Princes. 


In time of a Regency, it ſhall be in- 
truſted with this direction, jointly with the 
above-mentioned Tutor. 


In both caſes this Tutor, named by the 
States, is to make his report before each 
ordinary Diet of the education and pro- 
greſs of the Princes. The Commiſſion, 
or Board of Education, is obliged to bring 
before the Diet, for the approbation, an 
inſtruction or plan for the education of the 
Princes, founded on religion, love of vir- 
tue, of country, of liberty, and the con- 


{titution. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE XI. 


National Force, or the Army. 


The nation is bound to preſerve its poſ- 
ſeſſions againſt invaſion ; therefore all in- 
habitants are natural defenders of their 
country and its liberties. 


The army is only an extract of defen- 
ſive regular force, from the general maſs 


of national ſtrength. 


The nation owes to the army reward 


and reſpect, becauſe of its devoting itſelf 
wholly for the defence of the country. 


— 


The army owes to the nation, to guard 
the frontiers againſt enemies, and to main- 
tain public tranquillity within: in a word, 

it 


„ 
it ought to be the ſtrongeſt ſhield in the 


nation. 


That theſe ends may be fully anſwered, 
the army ſhould ever remain under the 
ſubordination and obedience to the execu- 


tive power; it ſhall therefore take an oath, 
according to law, of fidelity to the na- 
tion, and to the King, and to maintain 
the national conſtitution. This national 
force, therefore, ſhall be employed for the - 
general defence of the country, for gar- 
riſoning fortreſſes, guarding frontiers, and 
aſſiſting the civil power in the execution 
of the law againſt thoſe that are refrac- 


tory, 


DECLAs 
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DECLARATION OF THE STATES As- 
SEMBLED. 


All laws and ſtatutes, old and new, con- 
trary to the preſent conſtitution, or to any 
part thereof, are hereby aboliſhed; and 
every paragraph in the foregoing articles, 
to be a competent part of the preſent con- 
ſtitution is acknowledged. We recom- 
mend to the executive power to ſee the 
Council of Inſpection immediately begin 
its office under the eye of the Diet, and 
continue its duties without the leaſt inter- 
ruption. 


We ſwear before God and the country 
to maintain and defend, with all poſſible 
human power, the preſent conſtitution ; 
and conſidering this oath as a proof of real 
love 


„ 
love of our country, we command all ma- 
giſtrates and troops here preſent to take it 
immediately. The commiſſion of war ſhall 
iſſue orders to the reſt of the army, quar- 
tered in the kingdom, and in the grand 
dutchy of Lithuania, to do the ſame within 
one month at fartheſt from the date of the 


preſent law. 


We recommend to our Biſhops to ap- 
point one and the ſame day of public 
thankſgiving to God Almighty, in all 
churches over the kingdom; alſo, we ap- 
point a day, N. N. for the ſolemn celebrat- 
ing by us and our poſterity, of a comme- 
moration anniverſary for the mercies of the 
Supreme Being ihewn to us after ſo many 


public calamities. 


And that future ages may know and feel 


that it is by the aſſiſtance of the Supreme 
Diſpoſer 


. 


Diſpoſer of nations we have ſurmounted 
the greateſt difficulties and obſtacles, and 
effected this happy Revolution, we de- 
cree, that a church ſhall. be erected and 
conſecrated to Divine Providence in me- 
mory of this event, and at the expence of 
the States, N 


Having thus ſatisfied our general feel- 
ings on this event, we turn our attention 
towards ſecuring the ſame conſtitution, by 
declaring and enacting, that whoever ſhould 
dare to oppole it, or to diſturb the public 
tranquillity, either by exciting miſtruſt, 
or by perverſe interpretation of this con- 
ſtitution, and much more by forming in- 
ſurrections and confederacies, either openly 
or ſecretly, ſuch perſon or perſons are de- 
clared to be enemies and traitors to their 
country, and ſhall be puniſhed as ſuch with 
the utmoſt rigour by the Comitial Tribunal. 


G For 
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For this purpoſe we order this tribunal to 
ſit uninterruptedly at Warſaw, proroguing / 
their ſeſſions from day to day, and to try 
all perſons ſo accuſed by any citizen of 
property, with the aſſiſtance of the Attor- 
neys General of Poland and Lithuania, 
ſeizing all indicted perſons, with the aid 
of the national troops, which ſhall be ready 
to act on the firſt order from the executive 
power as they ſhall be directed, and occa- 


ſton may require. 


„ 


Law concerning Dietines, or pri- 


mary Aſſemblies of Poland. 


SECTION I. 


Place for Dietines. 


i ſt. For each Dietine, a certain town; 
and in ſuch town, a fixed place for the 
meeting of the Aſſembly, ſhall be for ever 
aſcertained. 


2d. Theſe conſtitutional towns and places 
tor holding Dictines ſhall be ſpecified at 

the end of this law. 
G 2 3d. In 


(44) 


3d. In caſe of any ſuch town or place 
being deſtroyed by fire, or other accident, 
the Orderly Commiſjion*, within whoſe ju- 
riſdiction it ſhould lay, ſhall give notice of 
it to the Council of Inſpection, propoſing at 
the ſame time the moſt convenient place in 
lieu thereof ; and the Council is to appoint 
it, and to make it public by iſſuing rœya! 
circular letters. 


4th. Such ſubſtitute places as are only 
to ſerve for a time, till the original ones 


* Orderly Cammiſſians are newly inſtituted: each 
palatinate and diſtrict chuſes a certain number of 
commiltaries ; their office laſts two years; their prin- 
cipal duty is to maintain pelice and good order in 
their diſtrict; to put into execution decrees and regu- 
lations of ſupreme departments; to collect taxes; 
to keep caſh; to make ſuch payments as aſſigned by 
the commiſſion of finances; to protect citizens from 
the military oppreſſion; to furniſh recruits, beſides 


many other duties, of internal management. 


are 
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are rebuilt and repaired ; and as ſoon as 
they are put in good order, the Orderly 
Commiſſion ſhall acquaint the Council 
of Inſpection therewith, which is to di- 
rect, by the like circular letters, the re- 
turn of Dietines to their primitive conſti- 


tutional ſpot. 


5th. There ſhall be placed in the mid- 
dle of the hall, or room, deſigned for the 
Aſſembly, a table, around which is to be 
formed a circle of principal men of the 
palatinate, or diſtrict, whom we may call a 
Committee of the County, or Grand Com- 


mittee. 


6th. It belongs to Orderly Commiſſions 
to prepare every accommodation for the 
Aſſembly, viz. balloting-box, balls, &c. ; 
for which neceſſary, but moderate, ex- 
pences 


16 


pences ſhall be either proportionably aſ- 
ſeſſed, or paid by the voluntary contribu- 
tion of inhabitants. 


SECTION---II., 


Time of Dietines, 


iſt, Every two years Dietines are to 
meet for the election of Nunctos, or repre- 
ſentatives of the Diet, and of the commiſ- 


ſaries of Orderly Commiſſions. 


2d, Every one year they ſhall be held 
for electing deputies to the high tribunal, 


and for regulating internal economical con- 
cerns of the diſtrict, 


3d, As the repreſentatives are account- 
able to their conſtituents, Dictines for re- 


ceiving 


1 


ceiving their reports, after every ordinary 


Diet, are fixed on the following day, after 
the election of deputies and the economical 
affairs are ſettled. 


4th. After every extraordinary ſeſſion of 
the already-cxiſting Diet, convened by the 
Council of Inſpection, or, in certain caſes, 
by the Marſhal of the Diet, theſe D:etznes 
of Report ſhall be held at the cnd of eight 
weeks, unleſs the ordinary Dietine happens 
ſooner. If, however, the ordinary period 
of the Dietines of Report falls in with the 
extraordinary ſeſſion of the Diet, the Nun- 
cios are to make their report at the firſt 


Dictine on their return. 


zth. Whenever any vacancy happens in 
the elective office, it is to be filled up 

at the firſt meeting of the Dietine. 
6th. Dictines 
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6th. Dictines are to meet always on the 
day fixed by law, even if no writ or Cir- 


cular letters are iſſued for that purpole. 


SECTION III. 


Concerning the Time of Sefions Dietines. 


tft. Seſſions ſhall begin every day at nine 


o'clock in the morning. 


2d. On the day of opening of the Dietine 
the Preſident ſhall order all the bells of thc 
town to be rung at half paſt eight, and to 
continue till nine; during which time a 
maſs ſhall be celebrated before the Al- 
ſembly. 


zd. The ſeſſion is to laſt till three o'clock 


in the afternoon, unleſs it be unanimouſly 


agreed 


1 
1 
; 
4 
- 
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agreed on to prorogue it ſooner: it may, 
however, continue longer, if the polling 
be not ended at three. 


4th. Seſſion can only be prorogued till 
next day. In caſe of a holiday, it ſhall be 
reſumed after the church ſervice. 


SECTION IV. 


Concerning Perſons having Right to vote. 


All nobles of the equeſtrian order are 
entitled to vote in their reſpective palati- 
nates and diſtricts: 


1ſt. All hereditary proprietors of landed 
property, or poſſeſſed of eſtates by adjudi- 
cation for a debt, paying territorial tax to 


government: ſons alſo of ſuch proprietors, 
H during 


* 
during the life of their parents, before the 


ex- diviſion of patrimony. 


24. Brothers, inheriting eſtates, before 


they have ſhared their ſucceſſion. 


zd. All mortgagees who pay one hun- 
dred florins (fifty ſhillings) of territorial 
tax per ycar from their poſſeſſions. 


4th. All life-holders of lands paying 


territorial tax to the lame amount. 


5th. All nobles in the army, poſſeſſed 
of ſuch qualifying eſtates have a vote in 
their reſpective diſtricts in time of peace, 


and properly furloughed by their com- 
manders. 


6th. Legal poſſeſſion is underſtood to be 
qualiiying, when it has been formerly ac- 


quired 
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quired and actually enjoyed for twelve 


calendar months previouſly. 


SECTION v. 


Concerning thoſe that have no Right to vote. 


iſt. Thoſe of the equeſtrian order that 
are not actually poſſeſſed of a property, as 


deſcribed in the forcgoing article, 


2d. Such as hold royal, eccleſiaſtical, or 
noble lands, even with right of inheritance, 
but on condition of ſome duty or payment 
to their principals, conſequently dependent 


thereon. 


zd. Gentry poſſeſſing eſtates on feudal 
tenure, called Ordynackie, as being bound 


to certain perſonal ſervice thereby. 


13 4th. All 
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4th. All renters of eſtates that have no 
other qualifying property. 


zth. Thoſe that have not accompliſhed 
eighteen years of age. 


th. Crimine notati, and thoſe that are 
under a decree paſſed in default, even in 


the firſt inſtance, for having diſobeyed any 


judicial court, 


SECTION VI, 


Of thoſe that are eligible 


1ſt. Every perſon of the equeſtrian order 
that pays territorial tax to government for 
his freehold, let it be ever ſo ſmall, is eli— 
gible to all elective offices in his reſ pective 

diſtrict. 
2d. Gen- 
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2d. Gentlemen actually ſerving in the 
army, even poſſeſſed of landed hereditary 
eſtate, muſt have ſerved fix complete years 
before they are eligible to the office of a 
Nuncio only. But this condition is diſ- 
penſed with in favour of thoſe that have 
filled before ſome public function. 


SECTION VII, 


Of thoſe that are Nor eligible, 


1ſt. Whoever is not perſonally preſent 
at the Dietine. 


2d. Whoever has not completed twenty- 
three years of age. 


4 


3d. Whoever has not been in any pub- 
lic function, nor paſſed the biennial office 
of 
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of a Commiſſary in the Orderly Com- 
miſſion. 


4th. Thoſe that are not exempted by 
law from obligations of ſcarta bellatus, 
which ſubjects all newly-nobilitated per- 
ſons to certain civil reſtrictions until the 


next generation. 


5th. And, laſtly, all thoſe againſt whom 
may be objected a decree in contumaciam in 
a civil cauſe. 


SECTION vIII. 


The Manner of offering oneſelf for a Can- 
didate. 


Any perſon deſirous of being choſen for 
any public function, is allowed either to 
| declare 
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declare his intention before the Chancery 
of the county before the Dietine, or at the 
Dietine to tender the ſame to the Preſident 
in writing. Electors, however, are at li- 
berty to propoſe and chuſe even thoſe 
that have not offered themſelves, by either 
the above modes, for candidates, 


SECTION IX. 
Regulations for beginning Dretines, 


1ſt. A day before the time fixed by law 
for the Dietines, the troops of the Repub. 
lic, quartered in the town where they are 
to be held, ſhall withdraw, and not return 
there till they are over. This rule, how- 
ever, does not extend to the royal reſi- 
dence, fortreſſes of the Republic, or detach- 


ments aſſigned to wait on high tribunals. 


2d. The 


„ 


2d. The circle that ſurrounds the table 
placed in the middle of the aſſembly room, 
or the Committee of the County, ſhall be 
compoſed of ſenators, dignitaries, ſtate and 
local civil officers, commiſſaries of orderly 
commiſſion, nuncios, and tribunal deputies 
that have already ended their functions, 
and military ſtaff ofſicers, to the major in- 


cluſively. 


3d. Either firſt ſenator in rank, or, in 
his abſence, firſt dignitary, ſhall open the 
meeting as a Preſident ; in abſence of both, 
firſt local civil officer of the diſtrict, or the 
firſt in order of the commiſſaries of orderly 
commiſſion, and ſo on through all different 
members of the committee. In caſe there 
ſhould be none preſent of the above dig- 
nified perſons the oldeſt in the aſſembly 

ſhall be their Preſident. 


4th: It 


N 
4th. If any of the above-mentioned offi - 
cers, being preſent at the Dictine, ſhould 
refuſe accepting of the preſidency, or 
ſhould be himſelf a candidate for the office 
to be filled, then the next to him in rota- 
tion is to preſide in his room at the aſ- 


ſembly. 


5th. The circle being formed round the 
table, and the Preſident having opened the 
meeting, ſhall order to be read, loudly and 
audibly, the whole tenor of the preſent 
Jaw concerning Dictines. 


6th. Orderly commiſſion of the diſtrict 
Mall deliver to the Preſident the county book, 
containing the liſt of all qualified voters, 
as regulated by a ſeparate article. . 


7th. Then the notary of the Chancery 


Mall return to the Preſident the names of 
1 tuch 
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ſuch candidates as inſcribed themſelves at 
this office: and in this ſtage, thoſe that 
have not made previouſly their declarations 
before the Chancery may ſignify their in- 


tention in writing to the Preſident. 


8th. After which the Preſident ſhall 
proclaim the names of candidates. 


SECTION X, 


Qualification of the County Commuttee, aid 
the Candidates. 


1. The foregoing preliminary ceremo- 
nies of the Dietine being ſettled, if any 
body has an objection to make againſt the 


Preſident, or any member of the com- 


mittee, or any of the candidates, he 1s to 
deliver it to the Preſident in writing. 
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2d. In cafe the Preſident himfelf ſhould 
lay under an objection, he is to quit-his 
place to the next in order till the We 
is decided. 


zd. The Preſident, together with the 
members of the committee (except thoſe 
that are objected to and the candidates), are 
to try and determine the merit of objec- 
tions according to the rules laid down by 
the preſent law, either unanimouſly, or by 
majority of ſecret votes, taken by ballot. 


SECTION XI. 


Concerning the Election of the Marſhal of 
Dretines, and the Aſſeſſors in Poland ; and 
of the Aſſeſſors only in Lithuania. 


Iſt. 1 thus cleared and decided all 
objections againſt the committee and the 
1 2 candi- 


5 
candidates, the Preſident is to propoſe im- 
mediately the election of the Marſhal of the 
Dietine and ſix aſſeſſors, in Poland, who 


form a ſub- committee for managing the 
election buſineſs at the Dietine. 


2d. In the province of Lithuania the 
Preſident of the aſſembly ſhall be alſo the 
Marſhal of the Dietine. His obligations are 
the ſame, in every point, as thoſe of a 
Marthal of Dietines in Poland. 


3d. The Marſhal of the Dietine in Li- 
thuania thus becoming the Preſident, ſhall 
immediately, after all the objections are 
removed, proceed to an election of ſix aſ- 


ſeſſors. 


4th. In Poland, both Marſhal of the Die- 
tines and the ſix aſſeſſors; in Lithuania 


the aſſeſſors ſhall be choſen out of the num- 
ber 
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ber of the committee, excepting ſenators 
and candidates. by 


zth. Proceedings at theſe elections in 
Poland are as follow: An urn ſhall be 
placed on the table, wherein the Preſident 
ſhall put as many balls, of equal ſize (but 
ſeven of them of a different colour), as there 
are eligible perſons in the committee of the 
county. This urn having an aperture at 
the top, is to be covered with cloth: the 
Preſident then reads the names in order of 
all eligible perſons, and a child draws out of 
the urn a ball againſt each name. White 
balls arc reckoned negatives ; the firſt co- 
loured drawn falls for the Marſhal of the 
Dietine, and the remaining ſix for the aſ- 
ſeſſors, who are to take their ſeats in the 


fame order as they were drawn. p 


6th. The ſame mode of proceeding is 
to 
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to be obſerved in Lithuania for.the choice 
of ſix aſſeſſors; with this difference only, 
that the Preſident, being iþ/s fact already 
Marſhal of the Dietine, needs not to be put 
on the liſt of cligible perſons : conſequent- 
ly only ſix coloured balls are to be thrown 


into the urn : whereof the firſt drawn ſhall 
deſign the firſt aſſeſſor. 


7th. The Marſhal of the Dietine and the 
aſſeſſors in Poland, likewiſe the aſſeſſors in 
Lithuania, ſhall take their oaths before the 
Preſident, as preſcribed hereunder. But 
the Marſhal of the Dietine in Lithuania, 
being Preſident at the ſame time, ſhall take 


his oath before the next member to him. 


sth. Thus elected and ſworn in, Mar- 
ſhal and aſſeſſors are to fulfil all duties of 
their office in that and ſubſequent Dietines 
according to law. 


gth. 


ee, e 
th. In caſe of the Marſhal's indiſpoſi- 
tion, or refuſing to perform his obligations 
as preſcribed by law, ws firſt aſſeſſor i 1s to 
take his place, 


SECTION XII. 


- 


The Method of Proceeding at an Election. 


1ſt. Before the opening of the buſineſs 
of election, the Marſhalof the Dietine ſhall 
order to be read aloud the circular letter, 
propoſitions, and projects, ſent down by 
the King and the Council of Inſpection for 


their deliberation, 


2d. All voters divided into pariſhes, ex- 
cept thoſe that are of the grand committee, 
are to be arranged around the ſaid com- 
mittee by the local inferior officers, 


3d. 
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Id. Any of the candidates giving up 
his pretenſion, is obliged to declare the 
ſame in writing to the' Marſhal of the Di- 
etine : but it ſhall not be in his power to 
recede from it after the election has begun 
by voting, 


4th. The Marſhal of the Dietine ſhall 
read the liſt of candidates for the function 
or office which is the object of election, 
mentioning thoſe that have either legally 
been ſtruck out, or renounced voluntarily 


in form. 


5th. Having read this liſt of remaining 
candidates, the Marſha! ſhall repeat fingly 
the name of cach, and aſk thrice the con- 
ſcat of the aſſembly. When an unanimity 
appears in favour of ſuch candidate, the 
Marſt:al and the aſſeſſors ſhall immediately 
certify it by their ſignature, But ſhould 
Os there 
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there be one diſſentient vote, declared in 
writing to the Marſhal, he is bound to pro- 
ceed directly to polling for all the candi- 
dates, by ſecret votes, as regulated by the 
next article. 


SECTION XIII. 


Mode and Order of Voting ER Vora Sr- 
CRETA, or by Ballot. 


1ſt. Near the table of the committee, 
juſt by the Marſhal of the Dietine, ſhall be 
placed the balloting box. 


2d. This box ſhall have an inſide parti- 
tion; one part of it is to be painted Hack, 
with the inſcription negative; and the other 
painted white, with the word affirmative. 


In front of this box there ſhall be two 
K locked 
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locked doors to each partition. At the top, 
a convenient opening for putting in a hand, 
and throwing a ball on either ſide of the 
partition, ſhall be left. The inſide of the 


box is to be lined with cloth. 


3d. All balls for balloting are to be of 
the ſame equal ſize, form, and colour; 
their number ſhall be ſufficient for the 
number of voters in that diſtrict. 


4th. The balloting box 1s to be publicly 
ſhewn that it is empty, and then locked. 
One key 1s to remain with the Marſhal of 
the Dictine, the other with the laſt aſſeſſor. 


sth. The candidates are propoſed for 
balloting in the following order: The 
names of all candidates, being written on 
ſeparate and uniform cards, are thrown into 
the urn covered with cloth : a child is to 


draw 
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draw one card at a time, and to deliver it 
to the Marſhal, who ſhall proclaim the 
name of the candidate ſo drawn out; and 
having given his vote, ſhall invite to ballot 
one after another; firſt the aſſeſſors, next 
the members of the committee at the ta— 
ble, then all the electors, giving each one 
ball as he comes to vote. 


6th. When the members round the table 
have done voting, one of the aſſeſſors ſhall 
open the beok of the palatinate, or diſtrict, 
containing the authentic liſt of voters, and 
read in regular order of pariſhes the names 
of each elector, whilſt another of the aſ- 
feflors is giving the ball to the perſon ap- 
proaching the box. At the ſame time, 
other aſſeſſors ſhall write down on a ſheet 
of paper, the names of voters in the ſame 
order as they are called on. 


K 2 7th, 


6 


7th. If any one of the voters, being 
called by the aſſeſſor, do not anſwer and ap- 
pear in their place to ballot, he loſes his 
right of voting after in that election for 
that candidate, 


8th. In the courſe of balloting, if the 
right of voting is controverted to any of 
the electors, the Marſhal of the Dietine, 
with the aſſeſſors, ſhall immediately decide 
the queſtion according to the fifth article, 
ſpecifying thoſe that have no right to vote. 


gth. The objection of want of property, 
or of its inadequate amount, as preſcribed 
by law, ſhall be determined by the proots 


taken from the county book. 


Toth. After all the electors have voted 
for one candidate, the Marſhal, with the 
aſſeſſors, are to count ſeparately the ajfirma- 


t: 


„ 
tive balls, and afterwards the negative, and 
to write down their exact number under 
the name of each candidate. 


xith. One candidate being thus diſ- 
patched, a child ſhall draw out of the urn 
the name of another, The Marſhal hay- 
ing declared the fecond candidate, ſhall 
proceed to vote, and collect ſuch votes of 
the aſſembly in the ſame manner as above, 
repeating the ſame formalities in reſpect to 
each candidate, 


12th. Balloting being begun for one 

candidate, is to continue without interrup- 

tion; nor is the ſeſſion to be prorogued 
before it is entirely finiſhed. 


13th. When the balloting for each can- 
didate is over, the Marſhal of the Dietine 
and the aſſeſſors ſhall make out the liſt of 
votes 
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votes for every candidate according to 
their reſpect ive majority. Such liſt being 
ſigned by the Marſhal and the aſſeſſors, 
ſhall be read audibly, and the ſucceſsful 
candidates declared in the ſame order of 
precedency as they ſtand in the different 
numbers of votes, beginning from the 
higheſt, and ending with the loweſt, till 
the number of perſons requiſite for each 
elective oſſice is completed. 


14th. In caſe of parity of votes between 
two or more candidates, it is to be reſolved 


in the following manner ; 


th. The Marſhal ſhall put the names 
of candidates, having equal number of 
votes, on ſeparate cards of the ſame ſize, 
and throw them into the urn, covered as 
before. A child is to draw out ſingly each 
name; and in the ſame order as they are 
drawn, 


1 


drawn, their precedence ſhall be placed, 


and affirmed by the ſignature of the Mar- 
ſhal and the aſſeſſors. This rule is to be 
obſerved ſucceſſively in all elective offices, 


16th. After this reſolution of parity, the 
Marſhal and the aſſeſſors ſhall finally ſign 
and publiſh the liſt of the elected perſons. 


17th. Each candidate may be preſent at 
the voting, to be witneſs himſelf of the 
fairneſs of all proccedings. 


18th. No candidate is allowed to trans- 
fer his votes in favour of another. 


19th. This method and order of elec- 
tions ſhall be ſtrictly obſerved at all elec- 
tive Dietines for all public functions, of- 
fices, and places. 


' 20th. As a document to the elected per- 
ſons 


( 52 ) 
ſons ſhall be given a /audum, or diploma, 
figned by the Marſhal and the aſſeſſors, to 
be inſerted in the records of the reſpective 
Chancery. The act of election of Nuncios, 
and their inſtructions, ſhall be contained in 
the ſame diploma. The elected perſons are 
to be placed in the diploma according to 
the ſeniority of their offices and dignities. 


21ſt. The liſts of all the electors that 
have voted at the Dietine, which was writ- 
ten by the aſſeſſors during the election, be- 
ing ſigned by the Marſhal and the aſſeſ- 


ſors, ſhall be depoſited in the Chancery. 


22d. Elected deputies, civil officers, 
and the commiſſaries of orderly commiſ- 
fions, ſhall immediately be ſworn in, ac- 
cording to the ſormula preſcribed by law. 


SECTION 
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SECTION XIV. 


Concerning Inſtructions. 


1ſt. During the buſineſs of election, the 
Preſident who opened the meeting, with 
the reſt of the Committee, except thoſe 


who are aſſeſſors, ſhall prepare inſtructions 
for procedure. 


2d. Thus aſſembled, perſons are to ex- 
amine propoſitions intimated by the King 
and the Council of Inſpection, and projects 
relating to legiſlature; alſo particular pro- 
jects and wiſhes formed either by the Or- 
derly Commiſtion, or any individual of 
their reſpective palatinate or diſtrict. - 


3d. All particular projects, either from 
the Orderly Commiſſions, or from indivi- 


EE duals, 


. 2 n * 
- 
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duals, are to be preſented to the Preſident 
immediately after the election of the Mar- 
ſhal of the Dietine and the aſſeſſors in Po- 
land, and, after that, of the aſſeſſors in Li- 


thuania, under their own ſignature, as on 
the following day no project for inſtruc- 
tions can be received. 


4th. After the election of Nuncios is de- 
termined, the projects for inſtructions are 
to be ready before the aſſembly. In caſe 
any part thereof ſhould not meet with una- 
nimous conſent, the Marſhal of the Dictine 
and the aſſeſſor ſhall form a diſtinct pro- 
poſition or queſtion for the opinion of 


the aſſembly. 


5th. In order to come at the ſenſe of the 
aſſembly on it, the Marſhal ſhall divide 
them into ayes and mes; and, after 
counting each ſide, with the aſſiſtance of 


the 
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the aſſeſſors, ſhall declare the majority. 


But inſtructions are never to be decided by 
ſecret votes or ballot. 


Gth. In regard to the propoſitions ſent 
by the King and the Council of Inſpec- 
tions, inſtructions ſhall be worded thus : 
Our Nuncios ſhall vote affirmative to the 
<« article N; or. Our Nuncios ſhall 
vote negative to the article N. Hin caſe 
it is found contrary to the opinion of the 
Dietine: and ſhould any amendment or 
addition be deemed neceſſary and agreed 
on, it may be inſerted in the inſtructions 


at the end of the relative propoſition, 


5 L 2 SECTION 
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SECTION XV. 


Oeconomical Dietines. 


1ſt. The object and the buſineſs of theſe 
Dietines are to conſult about the particular 
concerns of the palatinate or diſtricts ; and 
having determined any point, it ſhall be 
recommended to the Orderly Commiſſion 
to prepare projects for inſtructions relative 


thereto. 


2d. On every meeting of theſe Dietines 
the Orderly Commiſſion ſhall account for 
the funds entruſted to them for the parti- 
cular purpoſes of the palatinate or diſtrict. 


SECTION 
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SECTION XVI, 


Dietines of Report { Relationis.} 


1ſt. At the meeting of the Dietines the 
Nuncios are bound to appear before their 
conſtituents, and to bring their report of 
the whole proceedings of the Diet; firſt, 
reſpecting the acts of legiſlature ; next, 
with reſpect to the particular projects of 
their palatinate or diſtrict, recommended 


to them by the inſtructions, 


2d. It is at theſe Dietines that Nuncios, 


after they have rendered to their conſtitu- 


ents a clear account of their . proceedings 


and of the Diet, may be either confirmed 
or changed, and new ones elected in their 
ſtead till the general clection for the fol- 
lowing ordinary diet. 

3d. New 


3 

3d. New Nuncios are choſen.— i ſt. In 
the room of the deceaſed. 2d. In the room 
of thoſe that are become ſenators, or mi-ͤ 
niſters of ſtate. 3d. In caſe of reſignation. 
4th. In the room of ſuch as are diſqualified 
by the Diet. sth. When any of the aſſem- 
bly defires a new election, to ſubſtitute 
another Nuncio in the room of another 
expreſsly pointed out; which requeſt muſt 
be made in writing, ſigned by twelve 


members beſides, and be delivered to the 


Marſhal of the Dietine 


4th. Thoſe Nuncios that will no longer 
remain in their functions, ſhall preſent 
their declaration in writing, to the Marſhal 
of the Dietine. 


5th. If none of the caſes ſlated in the 
third paragraph of this article happen to 
occaſion a vacancy among the Nuncios, and 
no 


1 


no demand of a new election for a ſub- 
ſtitute be made in the regular and legal 
way, the Marſhal and the aſſeſſors ſhall 


indorſe on the diploma, or laudum, the act 


of confirmation. 


6th. Whenever a vacancy of Nuncios 
ſhould happen by either accident ſpecified 
above, the Marſhal of the Dietine ſhall 


declare ſuch vacancy, and immediately pro- 
ceed to a new election. 


7th. But in caſe a new election ſhould 
be moved for by any perſon, and ſeconded 
by twelve others conſonantly to the above- 
mentioned paragraph, either in the room of 


one, or of all former Nuncios, the Marſhal 


of the Dietine is to read the name of the 


Nuncio objected to, and to make the fol- 
lowing propoſition : * Shall the Nuncio N 
be confirmed in his function? or ſhall 


<6 there 
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there be a new e election made in his 
« ſtead?” The opinion of the meeting 
being taken by a diviſion, the majority 
ſhall decide the queſtion, and be declared 
by the Marſhal. If the majority approves 
the conduct of the Nuncio, the Marſhal and 
the aſſeſſors ſhall certify this confirmation 
on the diploma; and in caſe of diſappro- 
bation, the Marſhal ſhall declare the vacan- 
cy, and begin the form of a new election. 


Sth. In this manner ſhall be performed 
either confirmation of each Nuncio ſepa- 


rately, or a new election decided. 


gth. The mode of propoſing oneſelf for 
a candidate, and proceedings of elections 
by ballot, are to be equally adhered to at 
the Dietines of Report, as are preſcribed 
by the preſent law for all elective functions 
and other offices. 


SECTION 
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SECTION XVII. 


Concerning the Invalidity of Dietines in toto, 
or in part. 


iſt. Dietines are null and of no effect: 
iſt. When they are held in any other 
town and place but ſuch as are appointed 
by law as conſtitutional, according to the 
tenor of the firſt article. 2d. If they are 
preſided by any other perſon than thoſe 
that are legally impowered by the preſent 
law for being Preſidents. 3d. Every 
Dietine where the Marſhal and the aſſeſſors 
are not legally choſen. 4th. When the 
voting by ballot is refuſed, notwithſtand- 
ing the requeſt being formally made and 
preſented to the Marſhal, 


NI 2d. Die- 
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2d. Dietines are void in part whenever 
a perſon, having no requiſite qualification, 


ſhould offer himſelf as a candidate for any 
clective office, and be choſen. 


SECTION XVIII. 


Puniſhments for the T ranſgreſſors againſt 


Dietines. 


1ſt. All tranſgreſſions which invalidate 
the whole Dictine in the election of Nun- 
cios ſhall be tried and decided by the Diet. 
With reſpect to other elective functions, 
oftices, and places, their trial ſhall belong 
to the high tribunal of the reſpective pro- 
vince, In order to prove the nullity of the 
Dietine, the accuſer is toſummon the guilty 
of any tranſgreſſion to this court, which is 
bound to judge definitively ſuch cauſes be- 


fore 
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fore any other in the provinces of Poland 


from the regiſter Directi Maudati, and in 
Lithuania from the regiſter Offcy. 


2d. For all tranſgreſſions annihilating 
Dietines in toto, we decree the following 
penalties: The principals are to be im- 
priſoned for half a year i fundo®, and to 
be for ever deprived of the active right 
of a citizen. The accomplices are to be 
ſentenced to a priſon above ground Þ, and 


to 


* A well under ground, two or three fathoms 
deep, ſix feet ſquare, 


+ Theſe two kinds of priſons, or rather voluntary 
confinements in obedience to decrees, are deſigned for 
the members of the equeſtrian order only, without 
any civil or military guard over them, with liberty to 


the civil priſoner above ground, to walk within the 


M 2 rules 
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to be ſuſpended from the active right for 
a certain time, according to the degree of 
guilt. 


zd. If Preſident, Marſhal, or aſſeſſors, 
tranſgreſs the obligations preſcribed to 
them by the preſent law, each of them ſhall 
be puniſhed by the high tribunal with 
twelve weeks impriſonment above ground, 


and 2000 florins for the informer. 


4th. Beſides, we decree the primary ter- 
reſtrial court, in every palatinate and diſ- 
trict wherein the offence ſhall be commit- 
ted, for trying tranſgreſſors from the re- 
giſter, Termini tacti,“ (with liberty of 


appeal to the high tribunal) and puniſh- 


rules; but if any one treſpaſles the limits, he is to 
begin anew the term of his confinement; and if he 


elcapes, he is to be outlawed, 
| ment 
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ment as follows :—1ſt. Whoever brings 
with him ſoldiers, or any armed band, 
and violates the peace of the Dietine, 
ſhall be puniſhed with half a year's im- 
priſonment in funds, and the loſs of active 
right for ever.— 2d. Whoever brings only 
with him any armed attendants during 
the meeting of Dietines, ſhall be con- 
demned to half a year's impriſonment 
above ground, and pay 6000 florins to 
the informer. 3d. Whoever, in time and 
place of Dictines, draws out, with an of- 
fenſive deſign, his ſword or ſabre, even 
without hurting any perſon, ſhall be pu- 
nithed with twelve weeks impriſonment 
above ground, and 2000 florins for the 
informer : and in caſe of any perſon being 
wounded, both the perſon wounding, if 
not in his own defence, and the perſon 
firſt drawing out the ſabre, are to be capi- 
tally puniſhed. 4th. Whoever ſhould bring 


to 
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to a conſtitutional place of Dietines, citizens 
that have no vote, either from his own, 
or from other diſtricts, and thereby diſturb 
the public tranquillity and order of the 
meeting, whether by threats or facts ; both 
the principals and the accomplices ſhall be 
ſentenced to half a year's impriſonment 
above ground, and 6600 florins for the in- 
former. This puniſhment is to extend to 
each perſon ſeparately. 5th. Whoever, 
having no right to vote, or to the eligibi- 
lity for functions and offices, ſhould pre- 
tend forcibly either to vote, or ſet up for 
a candidate, ſhall be ſubject to fix weeks 
impriſonment above ground. 6th Who- 
ever comes to the mceting with fire-arms 
{hall be puniſhed with twelve weeks im— 
priſonment 72 fundo. 7th. Both buy- 
ing votes and the ſelling are to be de— 


prived of the right of activity for ever. 


5th. The 


1 

zth. The informer or the accuſer bring- 
ing an action againſt the tranſgreſſors at 
the Dietine, muſt have legal property in 
the diſtrict where the crime is committed, 
and have a ſufficient reſponſibility equal to 
thoſe penalties which are to enſue for the 
offence he is accuſed of: he 1s obliged to 
make his declaration or manifeſto before 
the Court, ſigned, beſides himſelf, by 
twelve perſons of credit and property pre- 
ſent at the Dictine : an accuſer, unable to 
prove the offence, ſhall be puniſhed in the 
ſame manner as the accuſed would be if 
convicted, and is to pay beſides all coſts 
of ſuit to the perſon innocently ac- 


cuſed. 


SECTION XIX. 


It ſhall not be in the power of Dietines 
to lay any taxes on the inhabitants of the 
diſtrict 
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diſtrict under any pretence. This law, 
however, ſhall not prevent voluntary con- 
tributions, 


SECTION XX. 


The order of Dietines, with every re- 
gulation thereof, as defined by the pre- 
ſent law, is to ſerve for the only rule of 
their proceedings: and all former cuſtoms 
and practices, not included herein, are en- 


tircly aboliſhed and annulled. 


SECTION XXI. 


Formula of the Oath for the Marſhal of the 
Dietine and the Aſſeſſors. 


LN. N. ſwear before the God Almighty, 


one in the Holy Trinity, that J ſhall fulfil 
my 


8 


my office according to law and juſtice in 
every part, as if the whole of my duty 
was verbally inſerted in this oath, without 
being influenced to the contrary, either by 
fear or hope, either friendſhip or revenge, 
either gift or promiſe, ſo help me God! 
and his holy paſſion. Amen. 


N Lau 
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Law concerning Towns and Citizens 


within the Dominions of the Re- 
publi Co 


SECTION I. 


Of Towns in general. 


th ALL our royal towns within the do- 
minions of the Republic we acknowledge 


and declare to be free. 


2d. We recognize as freemen all the in- 
habitants of ſuch towns. Their houſes, 
lands, villages, and territories, as they are 
now belonging to, and poſſeſſed by them, 
to be their perpetual property, without 
prejudicing, however, controverted rights 
N 2 and 
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and depending law-ſuits concerning the 
ſame. 


3d. Jo ſuch towns whole original char- 
ters are loſt, on proving their pre-ex- 
iſtence, we ſhall iſſue our royal ama of 
renovationts, with a freſh grant of territory, 
as legally belonging unto them. 


4th. If the towns named for conſtitu- 
tional places of Dietines have no charters, 


we ſhall grant them new ones. 


5th. When a ſettlement of freemen on 
the royal eſtates, favoured by a happy ſitu- 
ation, proſpers ſo far as to form a town, 
we ſhall iſſue our diploma erectionit, or the 
original charter, with a perpetual grant of 
proper territory to it. 


6th. It ſhall be permitted to any here- 
ditary 
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ditary proprietor to build and ere towns 


on his eſtate, compoſed either of freemen, 


or of his own emancipated villagers, and 
to grant them a particular charter, But 
ſuch towns cannot be ranked among the 


Free ones until the proprietor grants them 


in perpetuity a ſufficient territory, and ap- 
plies to us for the diploma confirmationts, 


wherein the original charter is to be in- 
ſerted. 


7th. One and the ſame law being made 
for all towns, it follows, that every citizen 
of every town ſhall equally enjoy all rights 


and privileges in common with the reſt. 


8th. All inhabitants of towns, either of 
the equeſtrian order, or citizens by birth, 
having their freeholds therein, and willing 
to carry on any trade in retail, muſt accede 


and be ſubject to the municipal laws; others 


of 
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of the equeſtrian order are at liberty to in- 
ſcribe themſelves on the town book, and 
receive the right of citizens. 


gth. The mode of acquiring the right 
of a citizen is this: The perſon deſirous of 
obtaining it in any town, ſhall appear in 
perſon, or apply by his attorney to the ma- 
giſtrate, and make the following declara- 
tion :—* I N. N. promiſe allegiance and 
* fidelity to his majeſty the King and to 
* the Republic, obedience to the laws and 
& ſtatutes of the Diet, ſubmiſſion to the 


« magiſtrates of this town N., whereof 
I with to become a fellow citizen; and, 
* as ſuch, I ſhall fulfil all obligation which 
L accept in my name, and that of my 
« fucceſlors.” In conſequence of this de- 


claration, perſons names ſhall be inſerted 
into the town book oi citizens. 


10th, 


E 
roth. Magiſtrates cannot refuſe the right 
of citizenſhip to any foreigner, artiſt, or 
manufacturer, of character and good beha- 
viour. In a word, all Chriſtians, freemen, 
independent of any perſon, may become 
citizens without any fee or expence. 


11th. Neither admiſſion into the claſs 
of citizens living in towns, and filling 
therein municipal offices, nor carrying on 
commerce, manufactures, and trade, either 
wholeſale or retail, ſhall by any means be 
prejudicial to the rights, privileges, and 
prerogatives, attached and inherent to the 
equeſtrian order, either of thoſe that are 
originally of that claſs, or of thoſe that 
are admitted to it, of citizens, or of their 


poſterity... . 
12th. A free choice of all magiſtrates and 
officers of towns, by their own citizens, 


being 
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being the eſſence of liberty, it is declared 
hereby to be inherently their right : every 
town beſides is allowed to make ſuch in- 
ternal regulations for itſelf, and to put 
them into execution, with reference, how- 
ever, to the commiſſion of police. 


: 3th. Therefore all citizens inſcribed on 
the town book, and poſſeſſed of freeholds 
or hereditary property therein, have a right 
of voting, and are eligible, by a majority 
of votes, to magiſtracies and other muni- 
cipal offices. Perſons, however, filling 
any executive office in the palatinate or 
diſtrict cannot be elected as plenipotenti- 
aries for towns, under the penalty of loſing 
both offices. Military officers are. likewiſe 
excluded from the eligibility to all muni- 
cipal functions. 


SECTION II, 
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SECTION 11. CITING 
Rights and Prerogatives of Citizens. 


1ſt, That cardinal law, Neminem cap- 
*© trvabimus niſi jure vitium,”” we extend to 
all perſons as citizens eſtabliſhed in towns, 


except fraudulent bankrupts, unable to give 


proper bails, and ſeized on commiſſion of 
a flagrant recent crime. 


2d. Such towns as are appointed for 
holding courts of appeal, ſhall chuſe each 
of them one plenipotentiary, by a majority 
of votes, out of their own citizens, or out 
of other towns, who have hereditary pro- 
perty therein, well qualified for a public 
function, have ſerved ſome municipal of- 
fices, neither crimine notati, nor being un- 
0 der 


1 
! 
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„ 
der a decree paſſed in contumaciam, at a 
meeting before cach ordinary Diet. Theſe 
plenipotentiaries are to aſſemble in a place 
where the Diet is to be holden, and on the 
day of its opening to produce before the 
Marſhal of the Diet their credentials. Out 
of their number, in the provincial ſeſſions, 
ſhall be choſen commiſſaries or aſſeſſors, 
and diſtributed for the commiſſions of trea- 
ſury, police, and the aſſeſſorial court. Al- 
though all of them may aſſiſt at the above 
commiſlions, no more, however, than two 
for each province in the departments of 
trealury and police, and three for each 
province in the aſſeſſorial court, ſhall have 


an active place. 


Such commiſtarics and affeſſors ſhall 
have a decr//ve vote in matters relating to 
trade and commerce, and to towns ; but 
on all other ſubjects they can only give 


their 


In 


their conſultive vote, or advice and opinion. 
Theſe plenipotentiaries may be confirmed 
and continued by their conſtituents for the 
{pace of another two years. In regulating 
public expences, we ſhall aſſign a certain 
penſion out of the treaſury for the ſupport 


of theſe commillaries. 


3d. In order to extend protection of go- 
vernment to all our towns, and to ſhow 
our juſt regard for their welfare, we grant 
to their commiſſaries and aſſeſſors admitted 
already to the above commiſſions, full 
liberty to make repreſentations to the Diet 
concerning the intereſts of towns, by de- 
manding of the Marthal leave to ſpeak, 
which cannot be refuſed to them in the 
manner uſed by the delegates of various 
departments when they make their reports, 
or by petitions expreſſing the withes of 
any town. 


O 2 4th. 
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4th. Theſe plenipotentiaries having ac- 
compliſhed two years of their public func- 
tion in the above commiſſions, ſhall be 
ennobled at the firſt Diet, without any fee 
or ſtamp-tax for their na nobilitutis, in 
caſe they are not out of the equeſtrian 


order. 


5th. It is allowed to all citizens to buy 
landed eſtates, with an hereditary right of 
enjoy ing and leaving them to their heirs and 
poſterity, as well as of holding eſtates by 
adjudication for debts; but on account of 
ſuch territorial poſſeſſions, they are amena- 
ble to courts of the palatinate or diſtrict 


where this property is ſituated. 


Gth. Whenever any of the citizens buy 
a whole village or borough of an heredi- 
tary nature that pays at leaſt 200 florins of 


territorial tax, he may, if he thould wiſh 
| it, 
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it, preſent his petition to the marſhal of the 
firſt diet in order to obtain nobility thereon, 
which ſhall be granted to him accordingly. 


z 


7th. Beſides the above-named perſons, 
thirty citizens, who are poſſeſſed in any 
town of an hereditary property, ſhall be 
admitted into the equeſtrian order at every 
ordinary Diet, having principal regard for 
thoſe that have diſtinguiſhed themſelves in 
the military ſervice, or ſat in orderly com- 
miſſions ; that have eſtabliſhed any manu- 
factory, or have carried on extenſive com- 
merce with country productions ; for which 
they muſt have ſuflicient teſtimonies and 
recommendations of the Nuncios, and of 
their reſpective towns. 


- 


8th. It is permitted to all citizens to 
ſexve in the army in any regiment or pul/k, 
(except the national cavalry), and to ad- 
vance 


cn 
vance therein regularly to the rank of oilt- 
cers. When any of them arrive at the 
poſt of a ſtaff captain, or captain of a com- 
pany, either of foot or horſe, he ſhall be- 
come ipſe ſactò ennobled, and likewile his 
poſterity ; in conſequence we ſhall grant 
him diploma nobiliiatis, on his producing 


the patent, without any fee or ſtamp-tax. 


gth. The ſame claſs of citizens is al- 
lowed to follow the profeſſion of law in all 
courts, departments, and tribunals, and 
may advance gradually in that line accord- 
ing to merit and capacity When any of 
them arrives to the rank of a regent or re- 
corder, he ſhall be ennobled at the firſt diet, 
and the diploma nobilitatis iſſued by us 


gratis. 


1oth. In the church the citizens have 
the following privileges: 'They may be 


prelates, 


ie 
prelates, canons, and prebendaries, in the 
collegiates; in the cathedrals they may 
poſſeſs doctoral canonries; they may enjoy 
both ſecular and regular benetices, except 
ſuch as are eſtabliſſied by their founders 


expreſsly and exclufively for the nobles of 
the equeſtrian order. 


11th, In every orderly commiſſion of 
palatinates and diſtricts three citizens are 
to be placed as commillaries choſen out of 
towns lying within their juriſdiction, 
whether they be of the equeſtrian order, 
or only citizens, but poſſeſſed of an here- 
ditary property in ſuch towns. 


12th. As to our cities, Dantzig and 
Thorn, when they ſhould have any requeſt 
or petition to preſent to the ſtates, they 
may do it either by heir ſecretaries reſiding 
at Warſaw applying to the Marſhal of the 
Diet, 
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diet, or by their delegates, who are to aſk 
leave to ſpeak at the Diet in order to repre- 
ſent their buſineſs; which leave ſhall not 
be denied to them. 


13th. To prevent fraudulent qualifica- 
tions by lending pro tempore a certain pro- 
perty for the purpoſe of a vote, we enact 
the following penalty: Whoever grants 
any eſtate for the ſake of a vote, and takes 
a reverſional promiſe to get it returned 
after the election, he ſhall forfeit it for 
ever in behalf of any perſon who will 
prove it before any court; and if the per- 
ſon in whoſe favour this fictitious grant or 
ſale of qualification ſhould be made de— 
clares it before the court of the diſtrict, he 
ſhall have ſuch property adjudged to him 
without appeal. 


14th. All former laws and ſtatutes con- 


trary 


1 
trary to the preſent conſtitution concern- 
ing towns are entirely hereby aboliſhed, 
and the preſent is declared to be a cardinal 
conſtitutional law in favour of towns and 
citizens. 


SECTION III. 


Of Juſtice for the Cuizens. 


iſt. Having determined certain bounda- 
ries and proper limits of the juriſdiction of 
towns, we exempt them and their ſuburbs 
from all former authorities to which they 
were ſubject, without prejudicing, however, 
the pending law-ſuits which are now in the 
way of being finally decided by the ſu- 
preme tribunals. As far as it concerns the 
power of the Grand Marſhal in our reſi- 
dential town, 1t ſhall be aſcertained by the 

regulation of his department, 
P 2d. All 
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2d. All private juriſdictions formerly 
exerciſed, either by the clergy or laity, over 
certain parts of any town ſituated within 


the territories granted by the original char- 
ters, ſhall now ceaſe, and be transferred to 


their proper magiſtrates, ſo far as they con- 
cern judicial power and the police, without 
infringing the right of property, and the 


revenues of their legal proprietor. 


zd. If the towns or citizens are poſſeſſed 
of cſtates out of their limits, they are ſub- 
ject to local juriſdictions of the diſtrict 


wherein ſuch ſtates are ſituated. 


4th. All inhabitants of towns eſtabliſhed 
therein, and carrying on commerce, trade, 
traffic, or any buſineſs and profeſſion what- 
ſoever, are ſubject to the authority of ma- 


giſtrates, and ſhall bear, in juſt proportion, 
all 
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all taxes, without any exception or diſtinc- 


tion. 


5th. Every town ſhall have a judicial 
magiſtrate, where all civi/ cauſes, not ſur- 
paſſing 3oo florins in the firſt inſtance, and 
all criminal cauſes, which may only be pu- 
niſhed with three days impriſonment, ſhall 
be finally decided without any appeal; but 
in caſes of a higher importance, the appeal 
to a higher court ſhall be allowed, 


6th. For ſuch courts of appeal we ap- 
point ſeven principal towns in cach of the 
three provinces, or one-and-twenty in all, 
making as many diviſions, and each of 
them ſhall have its extent and boundaries 


ſpecified. 


4 


th. In each of theſe towns where the 
court of appeal is fixed, five perſons ſhall 


” 3 Com- 
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compoſe this court, being choſen every two 
years either out of the equeſtrian order, or 
out of citizens or property, of their divi- 
ſion at large; with this clauſe only, that if 
any of the inferior magiſtrates of a parti- 
cular town ſhould be choſen to the court of 
appeal, he cannot fit any longer in the in- 
ferior one until his office in the court of 


appeal is expired. 


Sth. This court of appeal is to try and 
decide finally all cauſes coming from infe- 
rior magiſtrates and towns ſituated within 
its diviſion. The extent of power of this 
court is aſcertained to lay in caſes between 
300 and zodo florins, and between three 
days and three weeks impriſonment: in all 
other fuits and actions happening before the 
primary magiſtrates, where the value 1s 
above 3ooo florins, or the puniſhment of 
priſon above three weeks, the appeal lays 


no 
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no longer to theſe courts of appeal, but 
to the ſupreme court of aſſeſſorial com- 
miſſion. 


gth. The primary courts of magiſtrates 
in each particular town ſhall have no 
power of trying criminal cauſes, but they 
are to refer them to the court of appeal, 
which has only a right to puniſh, without 
any appeal, by the impriſonment for a 
certain limited time, 


Whenever the priſoner is condemned 
either to death or impriſonment for life, 
the court of appeal ſhall make the report 
of the trial and the ſentence to our o- 
rial commiſſion, in order to be examined 
and reviſed; after which, ſhould the- de- 
cree be confirmed by this commiſſion, then 
the ſentence ſhall be put into execution, 
and not before. 


The 


(110 


The ſame aſſeſſorial commiſſion has tlie 
right to ſuperintend all magiſtrates of 


towns in their judicial conduct, to puniſh 
tranſgreſſors, try cauſes concerning rents 
and revenues in towns, &c. 


10. All towns, in regard to their inter- 
nal regulation and government, their gene- 
ral municipal revenues, and their manage- 
ment, are put under the control and ſu- 
preme inſpection of the commiſſion of police. 
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